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Romans 1:24-32 
 
 

CONSEQUENCES OF REJECTING GOD 
 
 

“So God abandoned them to do whatever shameful things their hearts desired. As 
a result, they did vile and degrading things with each other’s bodies. They traded 
the truth about God for a lie. So they worshiped and served the things God 
created instead of the Creator himself, who is worthy of eternal praise! Amen. 
That is why God abandoned them to their shameful desires. Even the women 
turned against the natural way to have sex and instead indulged in sex with each 
other. And the men, instead of having normal sexual relations with women, 
burned with lust for each other. Men did shameful things with other men, and as 
a result of this sin, they suffered within themselves the penalty they deserved. 
Since they thought it foolish to acknowledge God, he abandoned them to their 
foolish thinking and let them do things that should never be done. Their lives 
became full of every kind of wickedness, sin, greed, hate, envy, murder, 
quarreling, deception, malicious behavior, and gossip. They are backstabbers, 
haters of God, insolent, proud, and boastful. They invent new ways of sinning, and 
they disobey their parents. They refuse to understand, break their promises, are 
heartless, and have no mercy. They know God’s justice requires that those who 
do these things deserve to die, yet they do them anyway. Worse yet, they 
encourage others to do them, too.” 
Romans 1:24-32 NLT 
 
 
“It is notorious that idolatrous worship is often accompanied by debauchery.”  
 
This is but the excessive indulgence in sensual pleasures. This could include  
 
sexual activity, drunkenness, drug abuse, etc. 
 
 



 
When persons or societies reject the truth of God, a void is left to be filled and in  
 
an attempt to fill it, humanity seeks then to appease its lustful hearts. “We have  
 
R-rated movies and R-rated tv shows which only seek to fill the void of God. Its  
 
goal is to show adultery, pre-marital sex, and nudity to appease lustful hearts.” 
 
 
“The result is that sinful mankind has changed the truth of God into a lie, and  
 
WORSHIPPED AND SERVED THE CREATURE MORE THAN THE CREATOR. In  
 
other words, when God is rejected, then natural divinely ordained relations are  
 
used for sinful and unholy purposes.” 
 
 

1. Result of God’s Rejection/Abandonment 

 
A. God gave them OVER to their sin. God did not give up on humanity but He  
did allow them to go deeper and deeper into sin. 
 
B. God gave them OVER to vile passions (morally bad, wicked, of little worth  
or value). 
 
C. God gives us an opportunity to see just how evil sin really is and how  
desperately wicked people can become. 
 
Women with Women—exchanged the natural use for what is against nature—
Lesbianism 
 
Men with Men—left the natural use of the woman and BURNED WITH LUST for 
one another—Homosexuality  
 



A. Committing what is SHAMEFUL 
 
B. Receiving in themselves the PENALTY of their error which was due 
 
 
The issue is not whether lesbianism and homosexuality are a sin. It is biblically  
 
clear that such behavior is wrong and raises the ire of God. For the record, God  
 
hates ALL sin. The Bible is clear that the wages of sin is death. The presence of  
 
these sins are evidence that our culture is rotten to the core. “Increased  
 
toleration of such behaviors provides clear indication of the breakdown of the  
 
family—God’s first established institution even before establishing the church.  
 
Such disturbs God so that we see His judgement of the city of Sodom in Genesis  
 
19:1-11: 
 
“That evening the two angels came to the entrance of the city of Sodom. Lot was 
sitting there, and when he saw them, he stood up to meet them. Then he 
welcomed them and bowed with his face to the ground. “My Lords,” he said, 
“come to my home to wash your feet, and be my guests for the night. You may 
then get up early in the morning and be on your way again.” “Oh no,” they 
replied. “We’ll just spend the night out here in the city square.” But Lot insisted, 
so at last they went home with him. Lot prepared a feast for them, complete with 
fresh bread made without yeast, and they ate. But before they retired for the 
night, all the men of Sodom, young and old, came from all over the city and 
surrounded the house. They shouted to Lot, “Where are the men who came to 
spend the night with you? Bring them out to us so we can have sex with them!” 
So Lot stepped outside to talk to them, shutting the door behind him. “Please, my 
brothers,” he begged, “don’t do such a wicked thing. Look, I have two virgin 
daughters. Let me bring them out to you, and you can do with them as you wish. 
But please, leave these men alone, for they are my guests and are under my 
protection.” “Stand back!” they shouted. “This fellow came to town as an 



outsider, and now he’s acting like our judge! We’ll treat you far worse than those 
other men!” And they lunged toward Lot to break down the door. But the two 
angels reached out, pulled Lot into the house, and bolted the door. Then they 
blinded all the men, young and old, who were at the door of the house, so they 
gave up trying to get inside.” 
Genesis 19:1-11 NLT 
 
Judgement 
Genesis 19:24-25 
“Then the Lord rained down fire and burning sulfur from the sky on Sodom and 
Gomorrah. He utterly destroyed them, along with the other cities and villages of 
the plain, wiping out all the people and every bit of vegetation.” 
Genesis 19:24-25 NLT 
 
 
IMPORTANT NOTES 
 
A. The point here is not that homosexuality is a sin to be punished. Instead,  
 
homosexuality is the punishment. The sin is the rejection of God which then is  
 
punished by/with the presence of homosexuality and lesbianism. “Having  
 
rejected God and become idolaters, some men have been given over to their  
 
shameful passions. This, they receive IN THEMSELVES THE PENALTY OF THEIR  
 
SINS.” 
 
 
In Paul’s day, homosexuality was very common. Possibly 14 of Rome’s first 15  
 
emperors were practicing homosexuals. Today’s culture is filled with entities to  
 
press forward the interests of such persons (Gay Rights Movement, etc.). 
 
 



B. God’s Word does not change. Homosexuality is a sin, not a sickness, or an  
 
alternative lifestyle. The good news is this: since it is a sin, it can be forgiven and  
 
overcome. 
 
1 Corinthians 6:9-11 NLT 
“Don’t you realize that those who do wrong will not inherit the Kingdom of God? 
Don’t fool yourselves. Those who indulge in sexual sin, or who worship idols, or 
commit adultery, or are male prostitutes, or practice homosexuality, or are 
thieves, or greedy people, or drunkards, or are abusive, or cheat people—none of 
these will inherit the Kingdom of God. Some of you were once like that. But you 
were cleansed; you were made holy; you were made right with God by calling on 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.” 
1 Corinthians 6:9-11 NLT 
 
THIS IS WHY THE CHURCH MUST LOVE THE SINNER EVEN WHILE HATING THE 
SIN!!! 
 
 

1. A DEBASED MIND—a mind that is morally corrupt—a depraved mind—
profaned or misdirected—a mind that thinks foolishly—truly unable to 
distinguish wrong from right—a reprobate mind—disapproved 

 
B. Filled with all unrighteousness—sexual immorality, wickedness,  
covetousness, maliciousness, full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, etc. 
 
C. Society rationalizes certain sins, but God hates ALL sins! We tend to  
highlight certain sins while God hates them all! 
 
 

1. Deserving of death 

 
A. Apart from God, people begin to live like animals while enjoying seeing  



 
others do it. This is but a sick/sinful affirmation. Such enjoyment is experienced  
 
by such persons that they actually entice others to join them in what they are  
 
doing.  
 
 
B. Though it seems dark or bleak, the mercy of God still abounds.  
 
1John 1:8-10 NLT 
“If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living in the 
truth. But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all wickedness. If we claim we have not sinned, we are 
calling God a liar and showing that his word has no place in our hearts.” 
 
Such pressed Paul to declare the following: 
 
“For I am not ashamed of this Good News about Christ. It is the power of God at 
work, saving everyone who believes—the Jew first and also the Gentile. This Good 
News tells us how God makes us right in his sight. This is accomplished from start 
to finish by faith. As the Scriptures say, “It is through faith that a righteous person 
has life.”” 
Romans 1:16-17 NLT 
 


